
 

 

 

lr_Vr gmo{\$`m eoH$ 
nwañH$ma àmáH$Vm© 

_{hbm Am¡a ~mb {dH$mg Ed§ H$ë`mU Ho$ {bE nwañH$ma 2022 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Ms. Sophia Shaik 

Recipient 

Development and Welfare of Women and Children Award 2022 

I express my deepest thanks to the award jury for selecting me for this year’s award. This would go a 

long way in motivating and accelerating my spirit to work for the deprived sections of the current society 

particularly women, children and working class in coming days. 

I have contributed in my small way by emboldening the deprived classes of the society particularly the 

oppressed and suppressed womenfolk to exercise their rights in a democratic society, empower 

themselves by acquiring special skills. Beneficiaries of my efforts include mostly women, destitute 

children. I have been fighting consistently for the cause of victims spanning from victims of domestic 

violence to that of talaq by getting them shelter, education and conscientize the working class about their 

rights, through my NGO. 

When I was fighting for Nazma of Bhadrak who was unjustly divorced by her husband under the 

influence of alcohol, I went up to the Supreme Court to get her justice despite opposition from a big 

section of people in the society. I have been trying to generate voice among the suppressed section by 

empowering economically through my NGO. This has resulted in emergence of a good number of young 

activists to stand against injustice. They have been working as adhesive to joint all sections of the society 

irrespective of caste, creed and religion. They are now not afraid of raising their voice against the 

injustice in society. In this way not only, they are enjoying the benefits of various welfare schemes of the 

government for themselves but also for others. 

I dream of a society where both men and women are treated in equal footing and contribute significantly 

not only for the welfare of their respective families but also to the society and the country as a whole. 

From my journey and experiences in my small period of life what I have learnt is that if one has the will 

and resolve to do something good for the society then no force on earth can check him/ her and 

everything would fall in his/her line. 

I come from a small city named Bhadrak in Odisha which represent the very concept of India that is 

pluralism, unity in diversity, secularism, and composite culture particularly because of peaceful and 

meaningful cohabitation of Hindus and Muslims. 

I have ingrained the concepts of secularism, pluralism in me in course of my education, interaction, and 

participation in various activities in my small city Bhadrak since my childhood. 

I would take this opportunity to thank my father popularly known as Salambhai in Odisha for teaching 

and consistently encouraging me to work in the field of social service. I take pride in inheriting his 

personal quality of love for all irrespective of their background. I also equally thank my other family 

members for encouraging and letting me to work in this field. 

I am also grateful to the local administration and so many of my well-wishers but for whom I would not 

have been able to catch your attention for this prestigious award. 

I also equally thank my critics and opponents who have strengthened my resolve to proceed ahead 

without caring for the obstacles. 

With thanks. 

 


