
I thought I h
had someth
years ago a
through an 
literate were
roof tops w
functionarie
of confusin
unemployab
the very beg

We have sh
traditional v
family plann
We have u
aware of th
village dev
schools wit
without deg
who left sc
than highly
internationa
and water t
the job train
run by a w
government
implementi
20 balwadi
village reso
in planning 
But this is th
developmen

What has al

We need to 
progress an
School of S
teachers, en

Appli

had received
hing to offer
and now I a
unlearning p
e my teache
with farmer
es and befor
ng literacy w
ble and only
ginning we d

hown it is po
village healt
ning camps,

used the vill
heir rights, t
velopment w
th 1500 dro
grees in educ
chool at 14 o
y qualified 
ally designed
testing labor
ning given 
widow with
t, requires 
ng an Integ

is we are ru
ources, to the

and implem
he first and m
nt whose pre

ll this shown

seriously re
nd developm
Social Work
ngineers by t

cation of Scie

d the best ed
r by way of 
am not so su
process whe

ers. Tea shop
rs, artisans, 
re I knew it,
with educati
y a handful u
de-linked job

ossible to run
th system o
, eye camps
lage's own 
to get feedb

work from t
op-out child
cation or for
or 15 can re
engineers. 
d 3 Tier Sy
ratory is run
by a scienti

hout any qu
a M.Sc in 

grated Child 
unning with
e way the ru
mentation to
most import
econceived i

n? What less

e-think on de
ment. Take 
, of Institute
the thousand

Mr. Sa

ence and Tech

ducation mo
knowledge 

ure. I know
ere hundred
ps, railway s

scheduled 
 my educati
ion. More o
use what the
bs with degr

n a commun
of midwives
, immunizat
communica

back of gov
the commun
dren from p
rmal teacher
epair and m
Now Hand

ystem which
n by a villag
ists from IC
ualifications
nutrition. B
Developme
village wo

ural poor thi
o the rural pe
tant step in e
ideas have re

sons are ther

efinitions an
the issue of

es of Manag
ds every yea

 

 

anjit (Bunk
Recipient

hnology for R
 

oney could b
and skills i

w I am a cha
ds of men an
stations, hou
castes, agr

ion had begu
often than n
ey have lear
rees and in T

nity health p
s and semi-l
tion of child
ation medium
vernment dev
nity at larg

poor and sch
r training. T

maintain han
d Pump Mi
h ignores sk
ge youth wi
CAR: the SW
s except he
By standard
ent Services

omen. The f
ink, to givin
eople themse
educating th
efused to tak

re to be learn

nd also critic
f profession

gement, of m
ar. My exper

 

ker) Roy 

Rural Develo

buy in India 
in the rural 
anged perso
nd women, a
urs of waitin
ricultural la
un. In the ru
not people w
rnt for const
Tilonia we h

programme w
literate but 

dren and to b
m-puppets t
velopment s
e. The entir
heduled cas

Tilonia has b
nd pumps m
istris (HPM

kills availabl
ith basic kn
WRC pre-pr
er experienc
ds set by th
s (ICDS) w
fact that we 
ng financial 
elves has, ne

he urban-trai
ke such issu

nt from Tilo

cally examin
nalism, for i
mass product
rience has b

pment Awar

and I was a
areas. Until 

on today and
all rural, mo

ng for buses,
bourers, vil
ural areas w
with degree
tructive purp
have not regr

without doct
trained heal

bring down t
to motivate 
schemes an
re evening 
ste families 
een able to s

more effectiv
Ms) are bein

le in the com
owledge of 
rimary and 
ce for a jo
he Ministry 
e should be
have given 
and admini

eedless to say
ined, urban-e

ues into acco

onia? 

ne what is ha
instance. Im
tion systems

been unhapp

rd 2006 

arrogant eno
l I arrived in
d that is bec
ostly illiterat
, talks in the
llage level 

we make a gr
es we have 
poses. That 

gretted it.  

tors or nurse
alth workers
the infant m

e people, to 
nd to raise r

school prog
is run by r

show that a
vely and at 
ng used to 
mmunity. T

f chemistry 
nutrition pr

ob which, a
of Social 

e unqualifie
n so much im
istrative res
y, baffled a l
educated ex

ount.  

appening in
mmediately 
s that churn 

py; a large p

ough to feel 
n Tilonia 14
cause I wen
te and semi
e evening on
governmen

rave mistake
found to be
is why from

es: to use the
to organize

mortality rate
make them

resources fo
gramme, 30
rural people

a village boy
less expense
replace the

Tilonia's soi
and with on
rogramme is
according to
Welfare fo

ed to run the
mportance to
ponsibilities
lot of people

xpert on rura

n the name o
we think o
out doctors

ercentage o

I 
4 
nt 
-
n 

nt 
e 
e 

m 

e 
e 
e. 
m 
r 
0 
e 
y 
e 
e 
il 
n 
s 
o 
r 
e 
o 
s 

e. 
al 

f 
f 

s, 
f 



 

these ostensibly highly qualified people neither have the interest nor the inclination to work in the rural 
areas and their presence is destructively counter-productive. It is more than a question of over skill; it is 
a question of attitudes which isolates them from the rural poor. Yet we post them by the thousands in 
villages expecting wonders from this man or woman who looks down on the poor and considers him 
inferior, illiterate and backward. In fact if I have seen professionalism of any kind at work it has come 
from this category the urban expert call 'inferior, illiterate and backward'. By my reckoning a person 
who combines a combination of competence, confidence and belief is a professional. In other words 
'dais' village level heath workers, HPMs, 'vaids', 'hakims', priests, puppeteers, water diviners are 
professionals who remain grossly under-utilised even now, in the rural areas and who could change the 
face of this country if we gave them credibility and support. They have a science which defies 
classification but if 300 million people in India believe in them and use them (from ministers to 'patwaris') 
then why isit that we cannot give them the support they deserve. It is overdue.  

Take the second issue of self-reliance. All along we have talked of national self-reliance in food grain, 
equipment, industrial goods etc. but little or no thought has been given to village self-reliance. On the 
contrary we notice disastrous trends towards making communities more dependent (instead of 
independent) than ever before on government personnel, government schemes, government skills with 
the result inter-dependence on each other in the village is almost nonexistent. Not quite, because where 
the barter system prevails the dependence on each other still remains and this is still to be found among 
the rural poor-thank God. The rural poor still practices the message that Gandhi gave to the world 
through India on village self-reliance. If communities cannot participate in their own development, if no 
forums other than the 'Panchayats' exist, then it is obvious we are planning more for the government and 
less for the people. Basically it all boils down to trust; we have a system where everyone is guilty until 
they prove their innocence.  

The issue of science and technology in rural development needs a more critical examination and 
wider debate. Like war is too serious an issue to be left to the generals alone, the application of 
science and technology left to the scientists could have disastrous consequences. To spread the scientific 
temper you must be an adaptable human being first, then maybe a scientist-technologist and even that is 
not necessary. The reason why I value this Award highly is because this selection was made by an 
eminent scientist who obviously had the vision to look beyond the narrow considerations of degrees 
and qualifications. The time has come to demystify science and technology and make it accessible, 
understandable and inexpensive to the rural poor. 

From what I have seen at the village level, our scientists lack the ability to adjust to the pace in the rural 
areas. It has to be their feverish pace or not at all. The beneficiary must conform or be left behind. The 
scientist is baffled in an area and environment where time is of no consequence or where it in fact 
stands still. He is his greatest enemy because he has never been taught the value of patience. In rural 
areas, a combination of a slow pace and patience is crucial for understanding but it will make a scientist 
want to climb a wall with his bare hands.  

The urban-trained scientist lacks the ability to communicate. He is so dependent on the impersonal mass 
media - radio, television and newspapers - that he makes a habit of using such conveniences thus 
himself destroying whatever little art he had of improvisation and skill to communicate face to face. It 
saves him from the danger of being ridiculed. He resorts to jargon where simplicity would suffice. He 
falls back on words because he has lost the art of communicating through action. Thus he tends to choose his 
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