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Unique aspect of this year’s honoured dignitaries is that they have contributed greatly for empowerment
of the women. Shri. Mohan Hirabai took strong steps for empowerment of the tribal women. He ensured
their participation in Gram Sabha. Also took concrete steps for liquor ban. The women stated that if the
Gram Sabha wishes their participation, then the evil of liquor should be stopped. Therefore, Mohan
Hirabai Hiralalji focused on this problem. Doors were opened for total participation of the women and
collective work for development of the village. This movement built foundation for self- governance and
Mendha (Lekha) village became its symbol. With their participation in the Gram Sabha, the women
became more empowered and the village also progressed. Sheikh Ghannouchi has been felicitated this
year for spreading Gandhian values in international arena. Right from his beginning in the political life,
he had a very progressive approach towards participation of the women in the public life. Dr. N. Manga
Deviji was felicitated for laudable contribution in the field of empowerment of the women and the
children. It is their area of service. She also has received Stree Shakti Puraskar for working for liberation
of the women. Shri. BonBehari Nimbkarji has been awarded for utilization of science and technology
towards rural development and the liberation of the rural women also part of this process.

Shri. Mohan Hirabai Hiralal keeps his mother’s name first after his name and his father’s name comes
after that. Not only this, he has also left his surname as it brings the smell of the caste. Those who like to
say “Bharat Mata ki Jai” or wishes to say it, should learn from this. Recently we won a cricket
championship and in this, players had written names of their mothers on their jerseys and they had stated
that they have won due to their blessings. Recently we celebrated Diwali. We also conducted Lakshmi
Poojan. In this spiritual country, maximum number of temples belong to Goddesses and on another hand,
the situation is such that birth of the girls are not welcome. They are killed when they are not born or they
are named in a manner which is offensive. As per the “Grass Root” journal of Press Trust of India,
especially such names are given in Punjab and Haryana. For example- Anchahi (unwanted), Kafee
(enough), Bharpai (compensation), Mafi (Regret), Mariyan (Dying), Badho (harmful), Baskar (stop it),
Enough- Kumari (after the English word Enough) etc. Name of the daughter of our Lalu Prasad ji is
Misa. At that time, Lalu Prasadji was jailed under Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA). The
same mentality continues even today.

Draupadi had asked Yudhishthir in a public gathering, “Does defeated Yudhisthir have the right to put
her on stake?”” This question is unanswered even today. The woman has become Draupadi since ages. In
that epoch, she was put on stake in the gamble. Today also the Kauravas are alive. Only the faces or the
agents have changed. Mahabharata itself had decided that the number of Kauravas is more than the
Pandavas. Therefore, even now, the entire world is full of the Kauravas. And they have put the entire
society on stake. Safdar Hashmi was brutally killed in Ghaziabad and in his poem, he had said that-“Wife
or mother or daughter of some family College going or any girl Everywhere in the society she remains
behind Her mouth is locked and her eyes are downwards”



Our society wishes the same even today. The patriarchal society wishes to dictate everything- how she
should live, how she should dress, when she should leave her house and all that. The society neglects the
UNICEF report. In the report, it is stated that they (women) already bear and care for the third world’s
children. They make, wash and mend third world’s clothes. They clean third world’s homes, collect third
world’s fuel, cook the third world’s food, fetch the third world’s water and look after the third world’s
sick. As per the National Perspective plan for the Women, in India, majority of the women have to work
more than its compensation. They are more burdened than their capacity. Mao had stated that even today,
the burden of half sky is on the shoulders of the women. But unfortunately, she, who is not standing firm
on her own, how can she take the burden of the sky or how can she balance? This is a great question.
Today also, there is discrimination between the boys and the girls. They are not given equal treatment. As
per old thinking, “A girl is nothing but a bird of passage.” This is believed even today. In this era of
globalization or mechanization, the situation has not improved significantly. Rather “modernization and
mechanization are trending to marginalize women in many sectors. They are either pushed down or out
of the workforce.” The Government has formulated some schemes for the women; but they do not reach
to them yet.

At least, it is our duty to respect the sentiment expressed in the section 51 C of the Constitution, “Doing
away with such traditions which are against the dignity of the women is duty of every citizen of India.”
Any husband from the most weak community thinks that his wife is the most vulnerable. The
psychologists state that, dignity or respect towards women in the society or the country is the benchmark
and parameter of progress of any society, country or culture. We need to consider our India known as
“spiritual” or “religious” country in this context. It is the main duty and responsibility of the society,
mainly that of the men. Another concept mentioned in the section 44 of the Constitution has been
neglected even after so many decades after its formulation. It is creating uniform civil code in the
jurisdiction of the State for its citizens. The principal behind this idea is that this secular and egalitarian
approach is necessary and it is vital for establishing dignity of the women belonging to all castes,
religions, sects and creeds. Despite of comments and criticism by the Supreme Court, no step has been
taken in this direction. Therefore, as per the rules and policies of the religion, sects, creed, the
contemporary women has different situations and different dignity based on the inequality.

‘Who will watch the watchman?’ This is the vital question before the democracy. It is not sufficient only
to keep a guard or making laws. One needs to look into whether he is sleeping or is he awake. Otherwise,
at ‘opportune time’ he sleeps. Then the law just remains part of the legal books. It is never implemented.
India is described as, “India has the maximum number of laws and they are implemented the least.” For
implementation of the laws, guards are needed and good people are needed to keep an eye on the guards
and their vigilance and pro-activism is necessary. Today the good people in the society are inert,
therefore the bad people are becoming active. Abraham Lincoln had stated that “Those who keep mum
when raising voice is necessary are cowards.” It is a famous statement of Luther King that “Unwarranted
silence of the good people is more dangerous than evil deeds of the bad people.” Because, silence is
regarded as consent. There is a phrase in Gujarat which states that the good people meet each other only
in the graveyard. Therefore, it is paramount necessary that the good people and socially aware people
should protect dignity and respect of the women and work to enhance it.



Therefore, it is rightly said by a poet-“We committed one crime entire the life, the dust was on our face,
but we kept cleaning the mirror.”

Instead of cleaning the mirror, those above mentioned people capably cleaned their face. | request that
you should look at all the awards from this perspective. Then you will realize meaning of this Doha (a
religious line) of Rahim. Rahim has stated that-“Rahim is happy when he has company of benevolent
people Like even in company of ones who have henna coloured we also get coloured”

Those who do not colour with henna (Mehandi), but just distribute it to those whose hands are coloured
with henna (Mehandi), their hands also get coloured! In the same way, in company of these great people,
our life too would be coloured with benevolence, it is my faith.

Life of these award winners being felicitated here is like a flame enlightening the temple of our life. It is
difficult to compare electric light with a burning flame. The electric light or lamp suppresses light of
many flames and gives light with a lot of ego. Then it forgets that it needs to borrow light from the power
house and only then it can get lighted. But this small flame burns herself and enlightens us. Not only this,
the electric lamp cannot light another lamp, but this small flame can light many candles. The electric
lamp is powerful; thanks to suppression of light of many flames, but it is a symbol of Consumption
(Bhog). The selfless burning flame burns itself and enlightens the surrounding and so it is the symbol of
Sacrifice. And social activists working on the path of Gandhian ideology for Constructive Work have the
same humble spirit. The noble people being honoured today are symbols of this.

Recently we celebrated a week against corruption. But corruption is not just an ethical issue. It is directly
linked to hunger of the poor people. The amount which is allocated for his welfare more or less cannot
reach to this poor due to corruption. Then it becomes more of a ‘social’ issue than ethical or financial
issue. I like to mention four ‘Ps’ regarding major problems of our country. They are Population, Poverty,
Pollution and Power Politics. We have found ways to resolve them and I present them as four ‘Ms.” They
are Money Power, Muscle Power, Mafia Power and Media Power, | beg a pardon to the newspaper
people.

The most dangerous thing of all this is the prestige that is being given to the corrupt people in all spheres.
When | was an advocate, my advocate friends from the days of student movement were practicing in
Patana. They came to meet me. During the meeting, they asked me, Dharmadhikari, you are practicing in
Nagpur since fifteen years. How much prestige you have in Nagpur? It does not have any ‘benchmark’ or
‘thermometer’, so how could I answer it. Therefore, I asked one question to them, you are practicing in
Patana since so many years, how much respect you get there? They became silent for two minutes and
then they just responded that answering this is difficult. But then he replied that he could bet on this-in
the situation where at night the light of his motor get failed, he could drive the motor without light and at
such time, he can roam across entire Patna City without bothering about traffic rules such as one way
traffic or not observing signals etc. Then also, no police would catch him this much prestige he has. At
least this prestige he has.

In this so called law- regulated society, the prestige of those who break the law is more than those who
follow it. Not only this, it is unfortunately true that one’s prestige is measured on the capacity to break the
laws! It is a sad truth. Those whom we have chosen today for the award as ideal persons are not such
‘prestigious’ people. They are good people with honesty and truthfulness. They are humble before you.
Some poet has rightly said-“One who bows down before you will have great height than you.”



These are such noble and ideal persons. We need to learn to surrender before them. Otherwise it happens
that wherever | go, parents of children keep asking me, in your time there were many ideal persons in the
society. Now where are such ideal people? Today | wish to tell them, even today there are ideal social
servants in the society. We do not just look for them. And we present the wrong values before our new
generation. Then we only state that “the children are getting perverted.” I would humbly tell them that the
children do not get perverted, their parents get perverted. And for improving the parents, this award
ceremony has been organized.

Today we are captivated by many problems. They can be described, in words of a poet as-“Strangled by
questions, we wanted answers, But now the answers too, have become the problems. Therefore we now
want Inquilab”

While we talk about welfare of the women and the children, we daily read news about violence against
the women and the girls. Today | am grandfather or great grandfather of many girls. I am worried about
the India that I will leave for the boys and the girls. Every day there is news that family members only
harass and suppress the girls. It is as if the entire society is full of the Kauravas and the scene of taking
away clothes of Draupadi is never ending. A silent march of all Maratha community revolution was
raised in Maharashtra and its committee has passed a proposal and appealed that unproductive expenses
being made in marriages should be avoided.

In the United States of America, the issue of violence, the violent instinct in the adolescent boys and girls
has made the entire nation afraid. Therefore the judiciary of New Jersey has decided through a law that
there should be inclusion of non-violence of Mahatma Gandhi, compassion of Mother Teresa and
struggle of Martin Luther King against suppression and other humanitarian thoughts in the syllabus.
Some years ago, on 11 September, the building of the World Trade Centre was destroyed. At that time,
the President of the USA, recalled Gandhiji. The United Nations decided to celebrate one decade as the
decade of peace and non-violence. This principle which was understood by the world, but India never
thought about it. Now the western countries are including Gandhiji in their systems and then they will
export the Gandhian thought to India. May be India will accept and internalize this imported idea.
Because, we always like only the imported things. Lethargy and dullness, what else this can be?

In this context, it is necessary to consider about one experiment. Gandhiji went to England for the round
table conference. At that time, his dress was this-a dhoti on the body and a shawl on the shoulders. That
too tore at some places and it was sewed by hands. This conference was to take place in the Royal Palace.
As per its tradition, a typical English dress was required-socks boots, full suit, neck tie and hat. No one
could enter the Royal Palace without such a dress. But, such magnificent English empire gave this
concession to Gandhiji. Gandhiji had clearly stated that he was going to represent the common Indian. He
would come in his regular dress only.

Then some rich and imperialists of England objected this and stated that the empire where Sun never sets
should not deal with Gandhiji, such a deal would be a pity for the empire. What is it in Gandhiji? He does
not have any weapon, no money, no physical asset, no might. Then one Lord had stated-“He is a man
whom gun cannot frighten! Whom money cannot buy, Whom women cannot seduce.”

One Hindi poet has imagined beautifully. Gandhiji and Indira Gandhi meet in the heaven. Bapuji asks
Indira, how much the country has progressed after his murder? Indiraji tells him, the country has
progressed so much that it would take years to tell it. Finally she gives him just an example. ‘Bapuji, our
country has progressed a lot. When you were going for prayer, the murderer bowed down before you as



if to say Namaste to you and he shot just three bullets at you. But for my murder, my guard blasted the
entire machine gun on me. This much progress has been made by our country.’

After, human bomb was used for murdering Rajeev Gandhi. A lot of progress has taken place even in
murdering art and now hands saving beings are also not spared.

Science is another institution. The science was committed to bring humans closer and near to each other.
It has reduced the distance between countries. Humans have come closer as far as distance is concerned.
Now distance between two countries can be crossed in minutes or hours. This way the people have come
closer, but only in form of battles and struggles. It is difficult to state whether they have come to defeat
each other or to love and embrace each other. Because, the science has given the atom bomb to us. At the
time of drought, earthquake, and calamities, countries help other countries, they help financially and
physically. But it is difficult to say that the intent is solely humanitarian service behind this; as there is
politics too involved in this.
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