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The Beginning: A person is considered special when he renounces power, capability, influence, position, or
prestige, and accepts walking on the unknown and uncertain path of public welfare. Such people are like the salt
of the earth. They fill the lives of others with happiness and peace. They remain ever ready to accept unexpected
calls to serve. Hasmukh Patel is one such remarkable activist dedicated to rural upliftment.

There must have been such elements in his very DNA that, at the young age of twenty, he decided to leave home,
stand on his own feet, and dedicate his life to social upliftment. Hasmukh Patel was influenced by eminent
personalities like Vidushi Vimalatai, Ravishankar Maharaj, Jayaprakash Narayan, Babalbhai Mehta, Jugatram
Dave, and was drawn into movements such as the Total Revolution, eventually becoming one of JP’s prominent
youth activists. What began as a feeling took form in the field of action. During the Emergency, he and his wife
Dr. Mandaben were imprisoned for one year under the MISA Act. After their release, as Dr. Mandaben pledged to
shoulder worldly responsibilities, Hasmukh Patel dedicated himself to activism. In the 1980s, under the guidance
of Gandhian Chief Minister Babubhai Patel and Sarvodaya leader Chunibhai Vaidya, he played a vital role in
Narmada rehabilitation. From then on, youth and marginalized communities became his primary focus groups.

Building People’s Power: Hasmukh Patel also contributed actively to youth activities in India and abroad. He
participated in camps, workshops, and training programs to spread and deepen the understanding of Gandhian
thought. Alongside, he took the lead in movements to resolve farmers’ problems. This journey compelled him to
confront the government and the system head-on, which is why he kept his focus on building people’s power. He
also worked closely with those on the margins -the poor, the hungry, the deprived, the superstitious, and the sick -
yet he lived in the hearts of the joyful tribals. Hasmukh Patel understood that government schemes could provide
relief but could never build true people’s power. Therefore, he redirected his efforts through the M.G. Patel
Sarvodaya Kendra, Amirgarh. In the beginning, he was engaged in Khadi work, Sarvodaya schemes, Nai Talim
based education. In the 450 villages of Vav-Tharad-Amirgarh, where the people were backward, uneducated, and
poverty-stricken, for whom the Sun of Swaraj had not yet risen, it was a celebration for them to get a full meal.
Otherwise, alcohol was the only alternative. In places where revenge and retaliation were the traditions for self-
satisfaction, Hasmukh Patel turned towards the tribal area of Virampur. He embraced Tagore’s belief that God
resides in the last person, making it his own conviction. Under the umbrella of his institution, Samvedana-
Sarvodaya Kendra, Hasmukh Patel set the upliftment of all people, as his mission. This path was not only thorny,
but also an austerity with little prestige, daily challenges, dependence on the system, and the demand to remain
vigilant 24/7 - despite these it became his chosen way of life. Hasmukh Patel is engaged in this work for over four
decades.

Impactful Work: In this region, one woman used to have an average of 12 children, the main reason was poverty
and backwardness. Through family planning educational and motivational camps, he significantly reduced this
rate. People living amidst deprivation take refuge in alcohol. 4,000 individuals bound by habits, beliefs, and
customs have been freed from this evil. As a result, the region saves about 70 lakh rupees annually. Earlier, in this
region vengeance meant repaying death with death. By winning people’s hearts, Hasmukh Patel succeeded in
reducing violent clashes rooted in such traditions (known as Chadotaru). Even today, thanks to the active role of
Samvedana Sarvodaya Kendra, the Viramapur region stands as a living example of communal harmony.



To enhance the income of tribals living on small landholdings, Samvedana promoted organic farming, built 125
check dams, plugged drains, deepened wells, encouraged participatory approaches to rural development,
empowered village organizations, ensured purposeful use of natural resources, and brought 6,000 hectares of land
under irrigation - thereby increasing the incomes of poor families. The Trust remains active in ensuring that
maximum tribals benefit from the Forest Rights Act.

Beyond tribal areas, in the border region adjoining Pakistan, a watershed development activity was carried out in
70 villages covering 30,000 hectares land. Through self-help groups, low-cost toilets, handicrafts, and other
activities, 1,000 rural women gained self-employment through the Vav center which also spearheaded many
extensive drought relief and mitigation activities.

Disaster relief work undertaken during the Kutch earthquake was accomplished without any government
assistance, relying solely on donors. Many of Hasmukh Patel’s initiatives which involves well-wishers, NGOs and
donor organizations like the American Red Cross, Sir Ratan Tata Trust, NABARD, and UNICEF helped carry out
various activities for the development of different communities in Banaskantha, with active public participation.

Highlights:

Behind all these activities, efforts, and struggles lies his guiding motto: “Why curse the darkness? It is better
to light a lamp.” He says, “The balance sheet of the Trust may seem small in numbers, but the balance sheet
of emotions in our hearts is enormous.”

He worked for economic self-reliance, free diagnosis, treatment, and eradication of diseases (serving nearly
2,00,000 patients), while also kindling the flame of education—bringing the light of education to around 15,000
children. Through his Trust, Nai Talim based on free education is imparted to poor children with free meals

and clothing.

Hasmukh Patel’s mission also includes keeping loved ones happy, bringing the glow of contentment into the
eyes of the poor, making their lives worthy of humanity, effectively reducing their burdens and helplessness,
and becoming a bridge through donors and institutions to reach the needy.
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SIS PIs b AT, T, TUD 3R UG IT UTSST BT TN BB STol-3cUTeT B IT&d, 3eifdd Anf IR
TASTT FATBR BAT & ol A ALY HIST ST 8. VA T eRcll b sTHD b AATS 8l 6. 9 QA b Sitge] H
JA 3R oNfcT R UTE 1 3. I U BRI B! B {018 IR 3@ret Bf PR Bt b o8 IR I\ 8.
B UC AHIUT IcUTST b U &l U Sgaeia BRicdl s.

I SIoeTe H U dca 319 3@ Bisl, SACTY Iogiel d1F a8 bl MY H TR BISe], 310el R IR T gl 3R
AHATS 3cdTel B o8 3UeT Sitaet FAMUT Bt P forvlyr foran. fagut faaerars, Adeier AgRIS, SRIvETT
STRIIVT, TITHTS Hedl, JPIRIA Gd 3G HFTYDN! A THIIA §T TUT AYL! HIfel S 3feqictsll I SJget BT VAT
eT 911 6 I St & WHRT AT BRIGAISN H A TP Jof 31U, ITEIJCT, Irael 3R AcHT b URUFHRGAY, IoTH
e fRR A751 oft, safore saRa uc St SreicTeT # onfiet 81 ST, St H1Genall & 7T A o7 98 B & H
T B ST, JMUTABIA b GRIeT 3o 31 IoTh! coll ST, HGT 91 I HAT BT csid TP a¥ B o1 S
H AT ST AT, S A TR folberel B 91G Gloll of TR JAFNAT BT 3R ST, HGT Tgo1 of R AFT AARD
fSRGR! forTel BT Apeu b 3R Iegiel R Uce ol YUl A9 & foTg BrRIGdl Sofel B Iaasdl &l
3R B g H Iogior reftarat FrTHs SIgHTE Ut 3R Adtew 3wroft gettars dur 3 Aeigefs # swer gerata
P Agcaqut BRI B, Tt 1 Jar 3R BT & leT IoTp A& JG Feof T,

Jegial gor 3R fager # gar sifcrfaferat # Afcsyr Jergrer ot feam. Segier smelt faaRt & wIR 3R F#g & forg
forfaxt, rfemaratt 3ttt ufdrgr sifafafery & Afsa T A yrer form. T g, Iegiar e Bt FF=I3N
FATET & e aneictet # 3reroft ffeer fors. T TH UAT AWR o7 foiH 3o HoRAT A IBR 3R g
I SIETeT UsT. ST Iogiol YT QR &AT Sorelfeh oo IR dbfgd 31, A1 &, 31 e A 3 Jg S g1ferg
R g - IR, A 3R afuq, sfeafaarft stk Isera &, fsr ft gufaems anfeaRm & oot # swa 9.
BHE Ucd JAS gb ¥ [ FBRI Al Aed dl § ABC 8, clidbel Siotelfs ol fofAlor s1gl & Adpe,
FAfcTE Iegiel TH. Sit. Ued TG Bg IFIBIG B ATEIH A 37Ul G g off. gaand # I JG B,
Adfea Jreer, Ts diend URd e & afsg B, 595 FAI-A1I a1a-RIG-3Re16 B 450 siar & fUss,
JTferféra afk sRIt 3 3R AT - 1T foTe 3=t &1 It aTal 3o1 T, sRiet Ot oft fo5 sRue siiemeT foeten
& TH Scua U1l 3oy, fAdbed eRIE g on. cEegie & fow gl ufcrene 3k ufcia ot v vaferd
off, 97 Ra e o B anfeardt & fRFQR &1 3 o 3tk Wigeny & AT 38 & 9ot sifew =afs &
ft forary o &, A IoTopT H} fIYRT FoT SR, ITUGl TTYAT TAGeT- AAGT bg B BABRT H, JAft TPR
TSI BT IcTeT IoTchT A& FoT T,

Ig ARI T BIA BT U1, Sfcd dusaT o1 ft o1, JgT ufassT &7 off, user ufafes &, Tazem wafsa 3k 24
TC AT ST USAT U, Tg A GAHA Uce bl UGt ge1 SR, I TR Gl A 57 B H o g 3.

39 & H, TP Al &b 3AdeT 12 §@ 8ld ¥; SR 3R fUBsusT 53T SR a1, URarR foRiseT uz frem
fAfoRT & ATET A, Io8ieT 5T G B! BIH! BA B2 QAT 3. @ H ST 38 TNl Fg BT Yol &b T8 RIS Bl
AERT A &; TGl Gioeapion 3R ACTAT3N I F& 4000 IR AT 57 T3 A b §Q 8. SAD PRV 7 &N
T ATATST 91T 70 IRG LRI B S 8 UTs 2. 33 & o, Hig B §go77 Al of gidl UT. g I&AT ool bt
T (TSIaP) H eart & A Gt ShaeR, FHa Ucct o1 b A Bl BH B! H AGH gE 3. IS
3t Fdgen Adfey bg B AlsT yfFieT & Ioig A FRMEYR &5 Jdert FHT HT Siaa IFTe 2.

BIC-BIC ST W ol ATt 3MfGATRIAT DI 3T Fglo B foIg, "FAdgen of Sifade Well, 125 IwsHA, et Hbi
HAIFAA, P3TT BT a0, AT fdprRt & HgHelt gfiedor, A Fs16ell &1 ALAfthd0N, Ui AATE BT
3fere IgeTgul IUAT 3R 6000 FECIR H P RERE & GRR A oo SRIg IRARI HF 3 Jae # Ageaqu!
yfFT fores 3. Fagen e I8 FRika B & fore Jftsw @ SR oo siftrer aiferforas &t emsr siferasas
3MfGaTRRIT d% ugd.




JMfeaTAt &= b IreArar, Urfosedrel AT A Jg AHASC! & (30,000 3aCAR) B 70 3Nl H ACRAS AP BT
AT T ST, AT &, I AT TG, JAH AT, FAMRTT b HAIEIH I 1000 AT Attt &
TSR, 3R AT 6T S P IUD BRI 3e1b GRI I bg b AEIH A fBU W &.

PTG H AT DU P GRS UIpiId UG AR Bt fbE s1e, BRAA IR s1ar 7 400 SRS 3R AsiRl & fore
AT, UTSLITAT 3R ATHGIRIE 7Tl FoTTE S8, B H I J BRI 5! IRBRI ARIAT &b {7 Bac Grergranan
F FreH A foeu sw 9.

31k Jrfersier BRIf 7 FaIAdt FATC, Freteral, Yuiide enfie €. dgen Jdfew o AREe I8 B, W
34T TIET g3, oNETs, Glorith SRit AXT3 & ATy FeiaR did HPfigRT A Jemadior oot # 3weie dfaeaqut
fawr erf feu 2.

5o1 2t SIfcfafery, I, TR 3R Fes! & Ul &PRT ued ol 3eel aIad 8: TUPR DI Tl [AFHR,
3TTBT & U T STl of. I Bgd 8, 'ere b o offe o1 3MeR et & forgret A w1 gt et @91, dAfdpet
AR foctl # = siraemat Ht doi offc sga st 8.

3Tl arreHfoTH=AT, AT BT forglead forgrer, SUAR 3R IovicTel (TRIT 2 IRa |IW) o AT ATe, forgm &t
15 SAIfT STefls 3R HoTesT 15000 el b1 RIS ST UehIer UTH §3M. UG, I, s dlcitd JMEMRa feiged
forem, forgleep #MiSTel 3MTfe &1 FAISIe Io1d gee 'Adgel GRI BT S1ar 2.

T AT 31U fOTSTell Bl UAT RgeTl, SRIdT b AT H AT DB THPD oATell, Ieidb Siide] BT Hielddl b
oY FoTlel], IoTds AN 3N ATART BT BH Tt H YHTAT BloTl, FEIFIATI I T3 Dt AGE A SRIaT ddb
Jgdol # HAEIRY FoToll Yg! BAFAI Ucc D1 I Ul
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