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The Beginning: A person is considered special when he renounces power, capability, influence, position, or
prestige, and accepts walking on the unknown and uncertain path of public welfare. Such people are like the salt
of the earth. They fill the lives of others with happiness and peace. They remain ever ready to accept unexpected
callsto serve. Hasmukh Patel is one such remarkable activist dedicated to rural upliftment.

There must have been such elementsin hisvery DNA that, at the young age of twenty, he decided to leave home,
stand on his own feet, and dedicate his life to social upliftment. Hasmukh Patel was influenced by eminent
personalities like Vidushi Vimalatai, Ravishankar Mahargj, Jayaprakash Narayan, Babalbhai Mehta, Jugatram
Dave, and was drawn into movements such as the Total Revolution, eventually becoming one of JP’s prominent
youth activists. What began as a feeling took form in the field of action. During the Emergency, he and his wife
Dr. Mandaben were imprisoned for one year under the MISA Act. After their release, as Dr. Mandaben pledged to
shoulder worldly responsibilities, Hasmukh Patel dedicated himself to activism. In the 1980s, under the guidance
of Gandhian Chief Minister Babubhai Patel and Sarvodaya leader Chunibhai Vaidya, he played a vital role in
Narmada rehabilitation. From then on, youth and marginalized communities became his primary focus groups.

Building People’s Power: Hasmukh Patel also contributed actively to youth activities in India and abroad. He
participated in camps, workshops, and training programs to spread and deepen the understanding of Gandhian
thought. Alongside, he took the lead in movements to resolve farmers’ problems. This journey compelled him to
confront the government and the system head-on, which is why he kept his focus on building people’s power. He
also worked closely with those on the margins -the poor, the hungry, the deprived, the superstitious, and the sick -
yet he lived in the hearts of the joyful tribals. Hasmukh Patel understood that government schemes could provide
relief but could never build true people’s power. Therefore, he redirected his efforts through the M.G. Patel
Sarvodaya Kendra, Amirgarh. In the beginning, he was engaged in Khadi work, Sarvodaya schemes, Nai Talim
based education. In the 450 villages of Vav-Tharad-Amirgarh, where the people were backward, uneducated, and
poverty-stricken, for whom the Sun of Swargj had not yet risen, it was a celebration for them to get a full meal.
Otherwise, alcohol was the only aternative. In places where revenge and retaliation were the traditions for self-
satisfaction, Hasmukh Patel turned towards the tribal area of Virampur. He embraced Tagore’s belief that God
resides in the last person, making it his own conviction. Under the umbrella of his ingtitution, Samvedana-
Sarvodaya K endra, Hasmukh Patel set the upliftment of al people, as his mission. This path was not only thorny,
but also an austerity with little prestige, daily challenges, dependence on the system, and the demand to remain
vigilant 24/7 - despite these it became his chosen way of life. Hasmukh Patel is engaged in thiswork for over four
decades.

Impactful Work: In thisregion, one woman used to have an average of 12 children, the main reason was poverty
and backwardness. Through family planning educational and motivational camps, he significantly reduced this
rate. People living amidst deprivation take refuge in acohol. 4,000 individuals bound by habits, beliefs, and
customs have been freed from this evil. As aresult, the region saves about 70 lakh rupees annually. Earlier, in this
region vengeance meant repaying death with death. By winning people’s hearts, Hasmukh Patel succeeded in
reducing violent clashes rooted in such traditions (known as Chadotaru). Even today, thanks to the active role of
Samvedana Sarvodaya Kendra, the Viramapur region stands as a living example of communal harmony.

To enhance the income of tribals living on small landholdings, Samvedana promoted organic farming, built 125
check dams, plugged drains, deepened wells, encouraged participatory approaches to rural development,

empowered village organizations, ensured purposeful use of natural resources, and brought 6,000 hectares of land
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under irrigation - thereby increasing the incomes of poor families. The Trust remains active in ensuring that
maximum tribals benefit from the Forest Rights Act.

Beyond triba areas, in the border region adjoining Pakistan, a watershed development activity was carried out in
70 villages covering 30,000 hectares land. Through self-help groups, low-cost toilets, handicrafts, and other
activities, 1,000 rural women gained self-employment through the Vav center which also spearheaded many
extensive drought relief and mitigation activities.

Disaster relief work undertaken during the Kutch earthquake was accomplished without any government
assistance, relying solely on donors. Many of Hasmukh Patel’s initiatives which involves well-wishers, NGOs and
donor organizations like the American Red Cross, Sir Ratan Tata Trust, NABARD, and UNICEF helped carry out
various activities for the devel opment of different communities in Banaskantha, with active public participation.

Highlights:

Behind all these activities, efforts, and struggles lies his guiding motto: “Why curse the darkness? It is better
to light a lamp.” He says, “The balance sheet of the Trust may seem small in numbers, but the balance sheet
of emotionsin our hearts is enormous.”

He worked for economic self-reliance, free diagnosis, treatment, and eradication of diseases (serving nearly
2,00,000 patients), while a so kindling the flame of education—»bringing the light of education to around 15,000
children. Through his Trust, Nai Talim based on free education is imparted to poor children with free meals
and clothing.

Hasmukh Patel’s mission also includes keeping loved ones happy, bringing the glow of contentment into the
eyes of the poor, making their lives worthy of humanity, effectively reducing their burdens and hel plessness,
and becoming a bridge through donors and institutions to reach the needy.

Awards & Recognitions:
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Gandhian Karmashil Award, USA 2003: SIDBI Best Enterprises Development Service
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S B3 IRe AT, APTAT, AUD 3R UG IT UfTS3T BT AT PBIPb STl -3cATel b 37&TTd, Jiferféra Al oz
IASTT FATBR BAT & ol A ALY HIST ST 8. VA T eRcll b sTHD b AATS 8l 6. d GAA b Sitge] H
J& 3R oMY 3RA UTE ST &. T VA B Bl & o8 IWcaTed 3Maret Bl FHBR Bl b o dcdR 3|/ 8.
B UC AHIVT IcUTST b U &l U Sgaeiia BRicbdl s.
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ITd SIeeTE # T dca 3199 I IS, SAIE Iogiel §1A ¥ B Y H &R BIgel, 3fdel NI IR Wg gt 3R
AHATS IcdTel B o8 3UeT Sitaet FAMUT Bt 1 forvlyr forar. fagut famerars, Aderdr AgRIST, SRIvETeT
STRIIVT, JTAHTS HBdl, JFICRA Gd 3G HEGBYI A TATAA §T qUT AY0l Bifct A 3Teqlctsll A JSol &bl VAT
e §o11 6 I St & WHRT AT BRIGAISN H A TP Jof 31U, 37T, IraeT 3R AcHST b URUFHRGAY, IoTH
TE RRR T oft, safce &=rRg uea St arigieret # onfie g ST, St HIaeTat & J/J A o 98 dRf &5 H
T B ST, JMUTABIA &b GRIeT 3o 312 IoTh! coll ST, HGT g1 Bl fHAT BT csid TP a¥ B o8 S
A IHT ST IT. S A T182 foldbetol & q1G Qlail of TR AFSIAT 62 31k Sf. AGr §ge1 of I FAT ARARS
SR forsel &1 Abey b 3R Iegiel gAHE Ucel Bl gul AHT & fog PRIGAl ool Bt Fqd=al &l
3R TGP | Iogiol Inefaret FEIAS IS ISeT 3R Falg ot gottars dur B ARigeleT # swgr Yorata
T Hgcaqyl SR oo, asft & gar 3R BIfe & AT JoTcb A& I §of T,

Jogio gor 3R fager # a1 sifcrfaferat & Afoswr Jergre ot fean. Segier smelt faart & wiR 3k F9g & form
forfaxt, rfemaratt sk ufdrgor sifafafery & Afsa T A Hrer form. FT g, Iegiar e Bt FF=I3N B
FATETS b foT8 3Mgictst # 310l sIfHeeT foras. I8 b UAT AHR U7 oaH 3og BORAT A IRBR 3R Tz
3 SLETET U, AR Iegiel 3TUeT R &ATST Seferfth oo U Bbied Rar. At &, Ia1 ael A 3 g8 S gifere
R Ug - SHiE, @ 3tk aftd, siefaarft stk Jsera &, fr o geufrers snfeaRe & ot & = o
LRI U IAS b I b TRBRT ASel AEd Al § ADC! 8, clichel SfeTelits @l forAfor oTgf 3 Adber.
FAfcTE Iegiel TH. Sit. Ued G Bg WG B ATEIH A 3Tl fGon g off. gopand # 3 JG B,
Fdfea dreter, T ey YR e & aftsT B, 7B FI-ATT J1a-2RIG-3FRe16 B 450 sTiar & fUsse,
Jferféra 3k sRIt 3 3R AT - 1T foTe 3=t &1 ISt afal 3o1 T, sRist Ot off fos sRue siemer foeten
& TP 3cTa U7l 3eUyT, fAbed eRIE g on. neEeqie & forw gl ufcreny 3tk ufcigr ot R vaferd
oft, &P uca o B anfearft &= fRFQR &1 B3 B 3tk Idigeny Bt Arear §87 & 01 3ifc =afes &
it forara B &, T IoTopr Y fIYT o7 ST, 3Tt JATUT FgeT - AJGT bg DI BIvRT A, Tt TR
TSI BT IcATST IoThT &I FoT ST

TG AT of I BledT AT, Sfecd duR=IT BT ot a1, I8l ufasar oA oft, user ufafes &, =g wifsa 3tk 24
TC AT ST USAT U1, Tg A A Uce Dl UGt gef SR, I TR Gl A 57 B H o9 g 3.

39 @ #, U AR & 3AdeT 12 s gld ¥; SRt 3R fUseusT sA®r BRU a1, uRar forNstsT uz frem
fAfRT & ATETET A, Io8ieT 5T G B! BIH! BA B2 AT 3. @ H ST 3@ AT g BT Yol &b T8 RIS Bl
AERT & &; 3Gal, Fieehpivn 3R AT A & 4000 F5TR 9T 57 15 A b U 8. SAD PRUI 57 &
T ATATT 91T 70 IRG LRI bt S 81 UTs 2. 33 & |, Hig B §ga77 Al of gidl UT. g I&AT ool bt
g (TSIad) H favar & Ay foet Siides, g3 YeoT fodfl & HHCT B BH Bt A AH gL 8. 37
#t Fagen Aafed g Bt AlT HHABT B Tuig F TR & Tderd FHaTg BT Sftaa I 2.

BIC-BIC ST IR I\el a1 AMGATRAAT B 3T IgTet B g, 'FAdge o A W, 125 IBSH, oA1ell Bt
AIFAC, P3N BT BBV, AT fTBRT H AT FCDI0T, AT ASIGel BT ARATBBRVI, UIPpicics AL BT
3Tfep Igeaqul IUATST 3R 6000 3aCIR fH BT TR & GRR H AR SRIT URAR 6l 3T Jafel § Agcaqol




fFrT forss 2. Fagen g I8 Jofdd B B forg Afsw & ORI a7 aiftrer aiftiforemt @1 amer arferesas
anfeaTRit de uga.
JMfGaTAt &= b IreArar, grfobedrel AT A Jg AAE! & (30,000 3FCAR) FH 70 3NAr H ACRS fABRT BT

AT TARIT ST, Y E, I AT Fgl, AN TATerdl, gFAMRICYT B ATEIH A 1000 SIHIOT ABEAT3N Br
FT-USPIR, 3R AT AEA & Bs IUS BRI o1 GRI d1d bG b AL A bu U &.

HTE H AT BU P QRIS WIiId UG foraRer Bt fabu s1e, SRAe IR sTiar # 400 sRia! 3R AviRl & fore
3TATA, UGS 3R AHGTRIP HIel FoIE 318, HT& H U W B [ FRBRI AT I 7T It Grergranat
& ATeIH A fopv s@ 9,

JoTb JTfEBIeT BRIT H FTTAAT FXUT, Feigdl, YHdd oA 8. Adgel Fdigd of 3HRET I8 HIA, A
3T TIeT g, SNETS, JoRith SRt FAX13ft & A1 Fed i HPfGRI A SorIeior oo 7 3feies dfaezgut
faerT Rl feu 2.

go1 Jf} arfcrfafert, srf, TRt 3Tk Al & Ui &g uca ol 31eel a1ay 3: TSR B FAT fFdR,
3TTBT & UH &I ST of. I Bed 8, ‘< DI doiA offe BT MBR S0t & forgret A Hat & vler 91, Afdset
gAR facll # AT Hraemafl ot doiw ofie sga ast 8.’

anfdfes amcAforsizan, eI &1 forgea forgrat, STAR 3R I (FIRTT 2 g FRIeN) b A1 ATy, frem &t
15 SAIfcT STefls 3R HoTesT 15000 Sredi bl fRIGTT ST UehIer WTH B3M. ABI, I, o5 Alcid SMEMRa forged
for&m, forgleep TioTeT 3Tfe @1 FISIe 3o1d gee 'Adgell GRI s S1aT 2.

1T ATT 3Tt fUTSTell Pl UAS JRGell, SRIG] bl 3T & FAY Dt THD AT, IoTdb Sitde] bl Hlelddl b
oY FoTTeTT, IoTds ST 3T ATARI BT BH BT A THT BielT, JEIQTATIN 3R A3 Hl Agg A SRIdT db

Tgdel H ALY FoToll Tgl BT Ucc B Sex L.

JRDBR 3R FHAT:

3TNGB SMGAT JIRFBR

3T eME I TP JRBR
TGS JRBR

Al Hdl YeplR

aférRreT e 31aTS, USA

g o

BT SIS Fce

76, JBIRA AATICT

3R 1A As B UA

STRUTYR, 3TgHAGISIG—-380013, S[SRId, HRd
A: +919427303760

3: shramikseva@yahoo.com

a': www.samvedana.net


http://www.samvedana.net/

